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its mixed inheritance. A laboratory scientific
examination of the animal’s blood is sometimes
the only way to positively identify accurate
genetics of these particular animals. However,
actual coy-dogs will, most of the time, be larger
than a true 100 percent full-blooded coyote.
This has always been my perception as to why
the Eastern coyotes are, on the average, much
larger than coyotes of the Western and Southern
(south Texas) United States. The average weight
of all coyotes that | harvest in south Texas does
not exceed 25 pounds. In turn, the average
weight of coyotes that | personally harvest in the
east and southeastern United States is usually
around 35 pounds or more. Think about it: areas
of the United States with the greatest human
populations also have the greatest domestic
dog populations and therefore, provide the
greatest opportunity for domestic dogs and coy-
otes to mate and reproduce.

It is significant that coyotes show a great
adaptability to live in man’s world and to survive
under other than pristine conditions. | have had
many individuals who share with me their ideas

on what they think is the most effective method
to control coyote populations. | will be the first
to admit that | do not know everything. However,
some of the methods that these individuals
“think” are the ultimate solution just right out
scares me. It has become very apparent to me
that a lot of wildlife managers, livestock owners,
etc. have not been exposed to a professionally
operated predator control program and how sci-
entifically based it is premised and how effective
it can be, if continually practiced.

If you are a wildlife manager or a landowner
attempting to manage wildlife species on your
personal and/or hunting land, | urge you to con-
sider seeking the services of a professional
Predator Control Specialist. Be certain to require
multiple recommendations of previous work his-
tory. Honesty and credibility should be at the
top of your requirement list. Good luck with
properly managing your wildlife resources!

Kevin Patterson is CEO and President of
Predator Control Systems, LLC. His new web-
site is www.predatorcontrolsystems.com.
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RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES FOR SALE  we

CARROLL COUNTY
Milligan Shoals Tract, 234 AC
$4000/AC
JR Smith, 706.207.0152

CLARKE COUNTY
Winterville Farm, 143 AC : - e : : . :
$6500/AC CHEROKEE COUNTY, AL BURKE COUNTY, GA DILLON COUNTY, SC
Stuart McLean, 706.207.1304 Sugar Lake Hunting Preserve, 3850 AC Silver Oak Plantation, 1100 AC Lumber River Plantation, 8290 AC
: 160 acre lake, great hunting, 3 lakes and 14,000 sq. ft lodge, ten miles of river frontage,
GREENE COUNTY 90 min from B’ham & ATL 20 miles S. of Augusta, wildlife haven
L e e JRERAE $3485 / AC $6,950,000.00 $2700 / AC

$3700/AC Steve Ebbert, 706.540.0732 Tom Little, 706.318.5050 © Steve Ebbert, 706.540.0732
Mark Costello, 706.207.5850 :

GREENE COUNTY
Richland Creek 106 AC
$3738/AC
Mark Costello, 706.207.5850

HANCOCK COUNTY _ _ b
Big Water Hunting Camp, 173 4C OCONEE COUNTY, GA . OGLETHORPE COUNTY,GA |  MADISON COUNTY, GA
?2250/ AC Shady Grove Plantation, 309 AC Mt. Olive Woods, 313AC ~ :  Lucky Jones Farm, 90.78 AC
JR Smith, 706.207.0152 Two lakes, fenced pasture, Lake, Planted Pines, Fenced Pasture, hardwoods,
$18,750 / AC $5578 / AC 30 AC Lake
JASPER COUNTY Steve Nelson, 706.474.2100 Stuart McLean, 706.207.1304 $11,000 / AC
Mecelheney Tract, 56 AC : : JR Smith, 706.207.0152
$4500/AC

Jesse Johnson, 706.614.4855

PUTNAM COUNTY
Webb Tract, 160 AC
$3900/AC
Steve Nelson, 706.474.2100

=

OCONEE COUNTY, GA i MADISON COUNTY,GA ELBERT COUNTY, GA

Greenbriar Farm, 83.14 AC Gordon Tract, 183 AC Harris Tract, 162 AC
house and fenced pasture, beaver pond, pines, paved road, beaver pond, good deer-hunting,
$1,450,000.00 $4025 / AC $2703 / AC
Mark Costello, 706.207.5850 Stuart McLean, 706.207.1304 Stuart McLean, 706.207.1304
Please visit our website for pictures & maps: Participating with

www.SouthernLandExchange.com

Southern Land Exchange

1551 Jennings Mill Road, 1400A
Bogart, Georgia 30622
877.542.0883

www.CabelasTrophyProperties.com
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Managing Oak Forests

By Bryan Burhans

To many of us, nothing quite matches the
beauty of an oak forest. And for the turkey hunter,
oak woodlands represent a preferred habitat for
wild turkeys. Oaks also represent a significant
income source to the landowner. However, over
the last 100 years, we have seen our oak forests
transition into sweetgum, maple, hickory, yellow
popular and other species depending on the
region. This loss of oak woodlands is a silent
catastrophe spreading across the range of oaks.

There are several factors that are contribut-
ing to the loss of oak forests. Ironically, over-
harvest of oaks is probably not a significant fac-
tor. Instead, loss of periodic fire, high deer den-
sities, and poor silvicultural techniques are the
main culprits. Diseases may also play an impor-
tant role in the decline of oaks.

To regenerate a new oak forest after a mature
oak forest is harvested, landowners are often
forced to plant bare-root seedlings and use tree
tubes to protect the seedlings from deer brows-
ing. This can be an effective technique and a
good option for many landowners. However,
this represents considerable expense and may
be unnecessary if there were oaks in the over-
story prior to the harvest.

Fortunately, researchers have been working
on a plan to help landowners cost effectively
ensure the continual existence of their oak stands,
especially after the mature trees are harvested.
Although the process is fairly straight forward,
landowners should always seek the expertise of a
qualified forestry professional. This new tech-
nique provides a way to regenerate a new oak
stand from an existing, mature stand of oaks.
After all, all forests mature and eventually the deci-
sion is made to harvest the stand. The outlined
technique, provides a cost effective method to
ensure a new stand of oaks.

Step 1. Forest thinning

First, an initial shelterwood cut is performed
to the stand and 40 to 60% of the basal area is
removed. Uncut trees, or “leave trees,” are the
higher quality oaks. It is important to work with
your logger and have them keep slash (the tops
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of harvested trees) away from the leave trees.
This will help reduce any danger from the sub-
sequent step, prescribed fire.

Removing a significant amount of the over-
story trees allows sunlight to reach the ground.
Oaks, especially, are classified as having only a
moderate tolerance to shading. In other words,
if you don’t get enough sunlight on the ground,
your oaks will not grow fast enough to compete
with other trees that can tolerate shade, such as
red maple, sweetgum, and yellow popular. With
much of the canopy removed, existing oak seed-
lings finally have a chance to grow and compete

Prescribed burning oak, used correctly, is an important
management tool to promote future oak seedlings.
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with other tree species. common misconception that fire will hurt oaks.
However, oaks are actually what ecologists refer
Step 2. Prescribed fire to as a fire-dependent species. Without fire, an

Using prescribed fire in an oak stand may be
counterintuitive to many landowners. There is a

oak stand, over time, will eventually convert to
tree species that are less fire dependent. In

much of the Southeast, sweetgum and maple

High intensity fires do not necessarily mean high flame length. A slow, hot fire will put
a hurting on oak tree competitors such as popular and maple.

are the forests that
eventually take over.
For at least the
last 12,000 years,
Indians used fire to
improve land for hunt-
ing, clear land for
agriculture, and to
make travel through
the forest easier.

| However, these fires
| also created a favor-

able environment for
young oak seedlings.
This past fire history
is a large reason for
the oak forests we see
today.

Oak seedlings,
with their deeper root-
ing depths and thicker
bark, tolerate fire bet-
ter when compared to
some of their compet-
itors, especially when
spring growing sea-
son burns occur. Oak
seedlings also have a
much larger tap root
that enables them to
quickly and vigorously
sprout back from fires.
As long as the fires
are not too frequent,
periodic fire ensures
that the seedlings
growing on the forest
floor will be primarily
oak. After one or
sometimes two spring
burns, many of the
other competitors can
no longer survive.

The researchers
recommend using
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prescribed fire in the stand during the spring
when new leaves are about one-half expanded.
This burn is conducted three to five years after
the shelterwood cut to allow the oak seedlings
to become well established and allow the com-
peting seedlings (non-oak) to develop. However,
there must be an abundance of oak seedlings
that are at lease 4-feet tall and “free-to-grow”
(no major competing trees overtopping them).
To ensure a well-stocked oak stand in the future,
they recommend that there be 150 free-to-grow
oak seedlings per acre in the stand prior to the
burn.

The intensity of the fire was also an impor-
tant factor in eliminating

contract, researchers only found declines of
38% and 14% for these same two species when
fire was applied during the winter — even using
high intensity fires. Timing is everything.

As you can imagine, the key to ensuring your
oak stand is eventually replaced with another
stand of oaks is based largely on the amount of
young oak seedlings (called advanced oak
regeneration) waiting to take over once sunlight
conditions are adequate. The researchers sug-
gested that if there are at least 150 oak seed-
lings per acre, the stand will likely regenerate to
primarily oak. However, if competing, less
desired tree species are out-competing the

oak competitors. The
researchers found that
high intensity fires
removed competing
trees, such as yellow
popular, better than less
intense fires. High
intensity does not mean
flame lengths over 4
feet in height. An |
intense fire can be |
achieved with a slow-
moving, thorough burn
with flame lengths of 2
to 3 feet. A slow mov- [
ing fire keeps heat on [EEE= s
the seedlings longer [
and allows the fire to
girdle the seedling.
With such fires,
researchers found no
damage to the mature
oak trees in the stand.
After the spring burns,
researchers found that
oak seedling densities
on one study site had
only declined from
1,500 stems per acre to
approximately 1,300
stems/acre; a decline of
only 200 stems per
acre! Competitors such
as poplar and maple
declined by 70% and
32%, respectively. In
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Oaks are an important tree species, both for their timber value and for wildlife. Active
forest management is needed to secure the future of this important ecosystem.

oaks, or there are less than 150 oak seedlings
per acre, eventually your oaks will lose the race.
A spring growing season burn is the tool needed
to eliminate the competition with oaks.

So why not just clearcut the stand in the first
place? The researchers found that using the
shelterwood cut method provided the necessary
oak litter needed to carry the fire three years
after the thinning. Without this fuel source, it is
unlikely that the prescribed fire would generate
enough heat to effectively control the competing
trees. The shelterwood cut also increased the
number of oak seedlings more than 7-fold. And
finally, a shelterwood cut allows enough light for
oaks to grow vigorously.

Like the needles of pine trees, the leaves
from oaks, mainly southern red, white, black,
chestnut and scarlet oaks, create a fuel source
that is ideal for burning. The leaves of oaks typ-
ically decay slowly and curl at the ends allowing
fire to spread easily. Leaves from species like
willow and pin oak typically due not provide
good conditions for fire.

Usually one spring growing season fire is
enough to release the oak seedlings. The
remaining mature trees can then be removed
from the site about five years later. Landowners

[=]

can apply additional
spring growing sea-
son burns if neces-
sary, but repeated
burns will eventually
convert the site to a
hardwood savannah.
A hardwood savan-
nah is actually a great
habitat for many spe-
cies of wildlife, espe-
cially wild turkey and
bobwhite quail.
However, if your goal
is to have another oak
forest replace your
existing oak forest,
than you will need to
keep additional pre-
scribed burns to a
minimum.

The key to the
future conservation of
oak ecosystems is
active forest management, such as thinning and
prescribed fire. As with any silvicultural tech-
nique, landowners should seek the guidance of
a qualified forestry professional. Often, tech-
niques must be altered to meet the specific site
requirements. In the end, it’s a win-win for the
landowner; more profit from timber and more
wildlife on your property.

Source
I

Title: Using Prescribed Fire to Regenerate Oaks
Author: Van Lear, D.H.; Brose, PH.; Keyser, P.D.

Date: 2000

Source: In: Yaussy, Daniel A., comp. 2000.
Proceedings: workshop on fire, people, and the central
hardwoods landscape; 2000 March 12-14; Richmond,
KY. Gen. Tech. Rep. NE-274. Newtown Square, PA:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service,
Northeastern Research Station: 97-102.

Bryan Burhans is a certified wildlife biologist
and is the director of land management pro-
grams for the National Wild Turkey Federation.
Bryan can be reached at bburhans@nwtf.net.
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Management Calendar
February/March

By Dave Edwards

Prune apple trees.

Pruning is a management strategy that will
improve the health of apple trees as well as
enhance fruit production. Moderate pruning is
usually best. Heavy pruning dwarfs trees and
may delay fruit bearing, and is especially unde-
sirable for young trees. Proper pruning shapes
the tree’s structure for life. Prune young trees to
establish a strong scaffold system with wide-
angled, well-spaced branches that will not split
from high winds or heavy crops. A well-trained
young tree bears heavy crops early and contin-
ues to bear efficiently. The dormant season is
the best time to prune fruit trees, although dead
or diseased branches may be removed any time.
Prune bearing apple trees regularly, preferably
every year; it is a mistake to neglect trees for
years and then prune them severely. Old trees,
however, can sometimes be rejuvenated with
heavier pruning than younger trees require.

Spring is a good time to check soil pH and
lime food plots if needed.

To check the soil pH, simply collect soil
samples and send them to a soil laboratory (see
previous Wildlife Trends articles on how to prop-
erly collect soil samples). Your local farmers
cooperative will often have soil collection bags
and will also know where you can send the soil
to be tested. Although there are exceptions,
most crops grow best in a relatively neutral soil
pH of 6.5 — 7.0. Thus, lime is often needed to
enhance the soil (this is particularly true in sandy
soils). Because it can take several months for
lime to effectively change the soil pH, checking
the soil in the spring will give you ample time to
enhance the soil before the fall planting period.
Remember, ensuring proper soil pH is often
more important than what you plant or how
much you fertilize. In fact, proper soil pH is
essential for fertilizer to be available to the plants.
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Although lime can be spread any time of year,
applying it at least 6 months before planting will
allow time for it to enhance the soil.

Make preparations for spring turkey season.

One of the best ways to ensure you have
gobblers in the spring is to manage your prop-
erty throughout the year to promote quality nest-
ing cover. Where do you think gobblers will
spend much of their spring? - where the hens
are. Where are the hens? - where the best nest-
ing habitat exists. | have worked with landown-
ers that had gobblers on their property all year
except during the spring. After closer inspec-
tion, their property didn’t have good nesting
habitat and the hens had moved to adjacent
properties carrying the gobblers with them.
Quality nesting habitat is created by maintaining
a patch work of early successional habitat
throughout your property. Burning, herbicide
applications, strip disking, timber harvest, and
roadside management strategies are all tools
that can help you create quality nesting habitat
for turkeys. Besides the key element of creating
nesting habitat, what are other things you can
do to enhance turkey hunting on your property
this spring?...something you can do now.
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Creating strutting areas in strategic areas around
your property will help put turkeys where you
want them to be. A bushhog/mower is the tool
of choice for this task. Creating strutting areas
simply means mowing areas that will be attrac-
tive to turkeys for breeding courtships. | often
create these areas between roosting and nest-
ing areas and preferably near a food source such
as an old field, chufa patch, or food plot. Areas
that often lend themselves well to creating strut-
ting areas are powerlines, old fields, and road-
sides. Lastly, mowing hunter access trails will
help you slip into areas to hunt without making
a bunch of noise. If these trails go through thick
habitat, don’t be surprised if turkeys use the
same trails.

Initiate Late Winter/early Spring Strip
Disking

Strip disk areas to enhance quail and turkey
habitat. Disking can be done along roadsides,
in or around old fields, and within thinned pine
plantations or mature longleaf stands. Disking
strips 10-30 feet wide in late winter and early
spring will stimulate the growth of desirable
native quail food plants such as partridge pea
and beggarweed. The new succulent vegeta-
tion that grows in the strips will also attract
insects. These areas can be managed by re-
disking every other year. Maintaining a balanced
pH and applying fertilizer within the strips will
enhance plant growth. The time of year you disk
will often dictate the types of plants that colo-
nize. For example, winter disking produces
heavy-seeded quail foods such as partridge pea
and ragweed, while disking in April increases the
production of important seed-producing grasses
such as panic grass. Disking in June favors
green vegetation that attracts insects and a
number of major seed plants that turkeys and
quail readily feed upon in the fall. In general,
seasonal disking can provide a diversity of seed
producing plants for quail and turkeys as well as
quality browse plants for deer.

Start planning & preparing for summer
projects.

Good planning and preparation ensures you
will have everything needed and be ready to ini-
tiate projects this summer. Planning also allows
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you to prioritize proj-
ects, create a budget
for the up coming &
year, and develop
timelines for comple- §
tion. Many landown-
ers simply tackle proj-
ects as they come up
or as they think of
them. This strategy
can work, but without
planning they may
overlook or run out of
money before
addressing a more [
needed project. i
Spring is a busy time [§
for us at Westervelt |
helping landowners [
determine their prop- [
erty’s needs. We con-
duct what we call
“property management reviews”. During this
consultation, we review projects that had been
completed the previous year, review harvest
data or other information that provides insight to
how the wildlife we are trying to manage is doing,
re-assess progress towards goals, assess the
habitat and property in general to determine its
limiting factors, and develop a prioritized list of
activities that need to happen to help the land-
owner achieve their goals. While this is a pro-
fessional service we provide, it is a process that
| feel all landowners should go through each
year, whether they hire a professional biologist
or not, to keep themselves on track.

Plant supplemental fruit trees and/or other

wildlife friendly plantings.

Supplementing your property with plantings
of oaks, chestnuts, pears, crabapples, plums,
autumn olive, etc. is a great way to enhance
both the esthetics and wildlife value of your
property. Late winter through early spring (before
spring green up) is the best time to plant most
wildlife friendly trees/shrubs. Planting a variety
of trees/shrubs will ensure that a variety of food
sources are available throughout the year. The
plantings should be strategically placed around
food plots or fields, along roadsides/ intersec-

Volume 8, Issue 1

tions, or other areas that will receive adequate

sunlight. If quail management is one of your
goals, and your property has lots of open land,
you may consider establishing hedgerows for
additional quail habitat. Hedgerows are often
created using wildlife friendly plantings such as
plums, drawf chinquapin or sawtooth oaks along
with other shrubs. Hedgerows can be enhanced
by planting adjacent strips of partridge pea or
food strips of corn, Egyptian wheat, sorghum, or
millets this spring/summer. The Wildlife Group
is an excellent source for obtaining beneficial
wildlife trees/shrubs as well as getting advise on
planting strategies and tips.

Erect new wood duck boxes and/or clean
out existing boxes in preparation for the
nesting season.

Place 4”-6” of sawdust or wood shavings in
the bottom of the box for nesting material (I pre-
fer shavings verses sawdust because they do
not absorb moisture as easily which causes rot-
ting and mold — check with a wood shop that
uses a planer for shavings. Cedar chips that are
used for dog bedding can be good nesting
material as well). Erect new boxes before
February in highly visible areas near good brood
rearing habitat. Adequate protective cover is
essential for brood survival. Brood habitat
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should include a dependable source of water
with plenty of shrubs and emergent vegetation
for food and cover. Wood duck boxes should be
cleaned out and inspected at least once per
year. Word of caution — always be careful when
opening wood duck nest boxes. Many other
animals use the boxes. Animals that are com-
monly found in wood duck boxes include gray
squirrel, flying squirrel, rat snakes, screech owls,
and flycatchers.

Although deer season has just ended,
February is the best time to scout for new
deer hunting locations for next season.

Because deer have been exposed to a great
deal of hunting pressure over the past few
months, they are using areas that they are most
comfortable in and feel safe. If you find out
where they are “hiding” now, you will know
where to find them next season once the hunt-
ing pressure builds and deer seem to disappear.
During February the weather is still cool (or cold),
leaves are off the trees, and buck sign such as

rubs and scrapes is still fresh. Although you will
have to touch them up before the season starts
next year, late winter is a good time to trim
shooting lanes around deer stands. Relocating
stands now also allows deer to get used to see-
ing them over the summer.

Late winter is a great time to conduct dor-
mant season prescribed burns.

As you probably know, prescribed fire is an
exceptional tool for managing wildlife habitat.
With the exception of longleaf pine/coastal plain
areas, most understory burning in the Southeast
is conducted during the winter dormant season.
Acceptable relative humidity, temperature, fuel
moisture, and steady, persistent winds often
occur during this period. Try to conduct burns
before turkeys start nesting (Mid-March in most
areas). Cool season or winter burning is not
only a good way to reduce fuel loads and control
undesirable hardwoods in a pine stand (which
reduces the chances of a wildfire that can be
detrimental), but is also a great way to stimulate

new understory plant

growth which will
result in quality food
1 sources for wildlife.
Fire rotations (interval
“1 of time between burn-
~ ] ing the same area
| again) vary depending
| on your goals, habitat
4| types, and property
| limiting factors but are
generally every 2-5
years to promote
quality wildlife habitat.
It is also a good idea
to strategically plan
your burns to create a
diversity of habitats
across your property.
Landowners often feel
they need to burn
large acreages to
bl make a difference.
= Thisisn’tso. Although
larger burns are often
initially needed to pro-
. | mote quality wildlife

January/February 2008




habitat, after the property is in shape, | actually
like small burns of 5,10, or 15 acres in size.
These create great pockets of quality natural
foods that are accessible by wildlife, yet leave
close by quality cover. Always check local burn-
ing laws and consult with an experienced burn
manager before lighting a woodland fire. The
U.S. Forest Service or your state forestry com-
mission are great sources for obtaining more
information regarding burning in your area.

Leave duck Eonds flooded until earlx sering.

Although duck season may be over, leaving
your duck ponds flooded will benefit migrating
waterfow!| by providing energy rich foods for their
flight back north. Pond drawdown and timing will
vary depending on your management strategy
(natural moist soil management or agricultural
plantings). If you are planting agricultural crops
for waterfowl, you will likely leave the pond flood-
ed through early summer for weed control.
However, if you are managing for natural moist
soil plants, such as in a beaver pond, you will
likely start pond drawdown in the spring. Slow
drawdowns (over a 2-3 week period) are often
desired because they will result in diverse emer-
gent wetland species composition. Quick draw-
downs result in decreased plant species diversity
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and are often composed of undesirable species.

Collect shed antlers.

By mid-March, most bucks across the coun-
try have shed their antlers. Collecting antler
sheds can be a fun spring activity for the whole
family. Shed collecting not only provides a great
opportunity to spend time with your family, but
also provides some insight to the quality of your
deer herd. After a few seasons, compare the
quality of sheds found from different years. If
your program is moving in a positive direction,
you will notice that the antlers are getting larger
each year. Key areas to concentrate your
searches include food plots, fields, around feed-
ers, and along trails where deer must jump (over
fences, ditches, etc). Unfortunately, many of us
find them in our tractor tires!....which means
you’re doing something right!

Fertilize and monitor Eerennial clover Elots

Perennial clover plots will start growing rap-
idly once spring green up begins and daily tem-
peratures exceed 65 degrees. Because clover
produces its own nitrogen, apply a fertilizer that
does not contain nitrogen, such as 0-20-20, dur-
ing early-mid spring to provide adequate nutri-
ents for clover growth. If you add nitrogen, you
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are simply feeding competing grasses. Although
| strongly recommend pulling soil samples and
applying fertilizer accordingly, a “normal” fertil-
izer application rate for clover in the spring is
200 Ibs./acre. Once the growing season begins,
monitor the plot for undesirable weeds and
grass. Pre-emergent herbicides are a fantastic
tool that will kill weeds before they have a chance
to become a problem. If you are unable to apply
pre-emergent herbicide, mowing will help reduce
undesirable weeds (do not mow too low...your
mower should be set to cut just over the clover).
However, if weeds and grasses persist, apply
selective post-emergent herbicides for control.
Although herbicides are more expensive than
mowing, they are often the most effective.
Mowing is used to give the clover a better
chance to out-compete the weeds while herbi-
cide kills the weeds.

Fertilize select roadside areas to increase
browse and nutritional value for wildlife.

Roadsides and right-of-ways generally have
more native plant growth than areas within the

forest. This is because of the additional sun-
light these areas receive. Coincidentally, areas
along roadsides are usually areas that are easy
to manage by disking, mowing and fertilizing to
enhance the quality and quantity of plants ben-
eficial to wildlife. Once spring green up begins,
select areas that have wildlife friendly plants
such as ragweed, greenbriar, honeysuckle, etc,
and apply fertilize to enhance their growth and
nutritional value. If you are fortunate enough to
have a side broadcasting spreader, simply drive
down the roadside broadcasting fertilizer. If
you have a typical cyclone spreader, select
areas you want to fertilize, then back the trac-
tor up to the spot and spread the fertilizer. This
method obviously takes more time than a side
broadcast, but is more common. Although
some people take soil tests to assess soil nutri-
ent levels to determine how much fertilizer to
apply, a general application is 200 |bs per acre
of a balanced fertilizer. With fertilizer costs so
high these days, | certainly recommend taking
a soil test to ensure you do not spread nutrients
that are not needed.
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Managing Your Liquid Assets

Southeastern Pond Management has everything you need for pond
perfection. From design and stocking to liming, fertilization
and weed control, we can help you create and maintain the perfect

environment for growing that trophy catch of your dreams.

Liming ponds is an essential component to effective pond
management. We can test water to monitor pond alkalinity to determine
when and at what rate liming is necessary. Our specialized liming
barges are designed to quickly and efficiently apply agricultural
limestone into ponds.

The ultimate achievement—to produce world-class fishing in
your own pond—Southeastern Pond Management.
1-888-830-POND.

Design . Stocking - Feeding . Electrofishing « Liming - Fertilization . Weed Control . AerationSystems

SOUTHEASTERN

Ponp
M ANAGEMENT

“Managing Your Liquid Assets”

2469 Highway 31 e Calera, Alabama 35040
Birmingham, AL e Auburn, AL ¢ Jackson, MS e Jackson, TN
Licensed Commercial Pesticide/Herbicide Applicators e Insured and Bonded

www.sepond.com
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PuttingZall the}.” =~
PiecesaTogether

With over 50 years of experience

| and more than 1 million acres under
W:Idhl‘e Services .
management in 14 states, Westervelt
Wildlife Services is recognized as the
leading source for recreational property
development, wildlife, food plot and
habitat management consultation in the
Southeast. Let our experience go to

work for you.

1-800-281-7991 « www.westervelt.com



